THE MEDIAEVAL VILLAGE TOUR
BOULIEU LES ANNONAY

THE LITTLE GOAT’S TRAIL

Come and visit our village as you please, and at your own pace |

Legends have it that in the Middle-Ages, some grass had grown on the church
steeple.

Village citizens are said to have asked a goatherd to pull up a goat with a rope to
the top of the steeple to let it graze the grass.

The goat ate the grass indeed, but then it ran away !

Since that day, if you wath closely, in fine weather, you can see a goat hopping
about the village roofs !

PRATICAL INFORMATION :
Follow the « little goat » brass plates on the ground.

There are 29 information boards about our village history.

STARTING POINT AND END OF TOUR :
In front of the « Compagnons du Patrimoine » of Boulieu (Héritage Companions),
13 rue Joseph Voulouzan (Under the former townhall).

If you wish to broaden your knowledge of Boulieu's history, the Compagnons
offer to guide you around the village and discover the museum too.

All information and location details are to be found on the Compagnons’ webside.
Enjoy your visit round our village !

Below, you will find the English translation of the 29 information boards.
Enjoy your reading !
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1 - THE MUSEUM

This is where you'll start the visit of our mediaeval village.

This building has been present in historical documents since 1381 ; it was at the time, an
imposing town house.

In 1801, under Napoleon 1st, it became the village townhall.

It has been located in the « rue du Gris» since 2020.

The museum was founded by the « Compagnons du Patrimoine » in 2001.

The village ramparts as well as the towers are remarkable Middle-Ages remains.

The village underground area covers about 5 acres of cellars.

At a second underground level, situated underneath the first one, there are numerous
cellars named « Les caves d'enfer» (cellars of hell).

We wish you a pleasant journey through time.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat

2 - THE GREAT POSTERN GATE

You're now entering the « rue du Puits Nouveau» (New Well Street)

You are standing in front of one of the three gates built in the ramparts.
Erected in 1402, the wooden gate to be found here was called « great postern ».
You can see it at the Compagnons’ museum.

The ramparts, which were built with the Lord of Annonay's permission (Humbert de
Thouar de Villars) are mentioned in the Brogieux Charter as early as 1381.

They protected the citizens of Boulieu against lootings carried out by highwaymen called
« tard-venus » or « routards ». Those were regular soldiers or mercenaries, who had been
demobilised during the Hundred Year's War (1337 - 1453).

The gate spanned 2.15 metres on the ground and reached 2.50 metres (85 feef
approximately) in height.

It stood as the the only entry point, if one came from Annonay.

It was accessed over a removable wooden footbridge, positioned over the dry moat
circling the village.

Follow the trail :
Go up the street
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3-THE WATER-PUMP

You're now standing in front of the water-pump.

It provided drinking water to the heart of the village.

Until 1640, the villagers could get water only by drawing it from the nearby springs or
the river Deume.

In order to bring water into the village, and for more convenience, a drinking water well
was dug on this very spot.

This pump spared the villagers a « water chore » a most tedious one, particularly in winter
time.

Since 1958, all houses have been provided with the water from the Rhdne, and the well
has been filled up and blocked.

The current pump, is a fake, and has been placed here only to evoke mediaeval times.
Further up, a mosaic, which was achieved by the Compagnons, features the first Boulieu
coat of arms, designed in 1381.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat

4 - THE ANCIENT FORT

The ancient fort stood here.

You can notice the semi-circular front, a remain of an old tower, in the heart of the
village.

As research work stands to this day, no one knows if it was used as a watchtower, or if
it was part of a stately home.

This old fort was erected at the same time as the first church fortifications.
Underneath it, the village dungeon was situated, underground.

Later, this building was made into a dwelling-house. For many years, it belonged to a
wealthy family of noblemen ; the Rohan-Soubise.

The tower was demolished in 1878, and so was the dwelling, in 1971.

Follow the trail :
Go toward the « rue des Consuls »

Page 3sur16



5 ~-THE CONSULS’ HOUSE

You're now standing in the « rue de Consuls ».
In the Middle-Ages, the « rue des Consuls » was a very important shopping street.
Arched doors and old shops make it obvious today.

You're now facing the house of one of the three Consuls.

In his home, the Consul kept all the administrative documents of the village in a chest
with three keys.

The first Consul was appointed by royal order in 1578.

There were three of them: A catholic,a protestant, and a village benefactor.

Every year, they were elected by the villagers that paid a local tax, called « La taille»...
Hence the need for a 3 key chest.

In 1800, the Consuls were replaced by a « Bailli» (the mayor) who was appointed by the
governement until 1870.

Follow the trail :
Go up the street

6 - THE TRUNCATED HOUSE

You're now arriving in the « rue Charles de Gaulle ».
It is now the main shopping street in Boulieu.
In the Middle-Ages, it wasn't any wider than the other village streets.

That street was closed at both ends with studded doors (one of which is displayed at the
Compagnons' museum).

It means that there were only 3 entry points to the village : Those 2 doors and the great
postern one.

To get in, one had to take the footbridges over the ditches that had been dug around the
ramparts.

In 1845, in order to enlarge that street and give way for the main trunk road across the
village, all houses were shortened on a 5 metre basis. If you look up, you can see an
example of a truncated house. It was archived during this shortening operation.

The other side of the street was left untouched.

Follow the trail :
Take « rue Charles de Gaulle » on the right

Page 4 sur 16



7 - THE MAIN STREET

You're now standing in the main street.
In the Middle-Ages, it was the widest and the most important one.

At this house entrance, two oakwood lintels are the original ones. They are more than six-
hundred years old.

In the top right corner, a sculpted stone can be seen in the wall. It is called the
«witchcraft stone », otherwise known as the « mascaron».

This kind of sculpted stone was often present at the building of a dwelling-house.

It was used to deflect spells, or as a signature of the builder.

You can notice, further down the street, the year when the house was built, 1718,
engraved in the stone.

Follow the trail :
Go down the street and turn left

8 - THE WALLED-UP DOOR

You're now standing in the church square, in front of a walled-up door.
Above the arch, one can see an engraving in the stone, with the letter J. H. S.

The engraving J. H. S. stands for « Jesus Hominum Savator » (Jesus saviour of men).
This special engraving might mean that the house belonged to a cleric.

Follow the trail :
Walk towards the church
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9 - THE CHURCH

Archives mention the first church as early as 1266.
As it was too small in size, it was enlarged between 1655 and 1657.
(as the inscription on the pediment shows)

Until the building of the cemetery we can see now, in 1777, all catholic or protestant
villagers were buried around the church as well as under the church slabs, inside,
regarding their wealth and status.

The entrance door is called « forclose », that is: studded. It's the original one.

It was partly broken up on March 1st 1906, because of a fierce resistance from the
villagers and their vicar during an inventory of the Church possessions.

The village people firmly opposed this inventory, which was the logical consequence of the
law of separation of Church and State, enacted in Decembrer 1905.

Do come inside the church.

Follow the trail :
Go down the « rue de Fort Antique »

10 -THE GOTHIC WINDOWS

You are now in the « Rue du Fort Antique ».
On this frontage you can admire the thirteenth century gothic windows, which have been
remarkably well preserved.

Following in time the Romanesque style period, the Gothic style appeared in the twelfth
century.

Gothic windows are characterised by their large size, a vertical slender design, adorned
with stone fraceries.

They often display colourful stained glass, and their upper part is formed of the specific
Gothic broken arch.

In the thirteenth century, Gothic windows added stone parts called « meneaux»
(mullions) to strengthen their structure, and reduce the lighting surface.
It entailed some economical gain, given that, in that way, faxes were lower when the glass
surface was smaller.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat
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11 -THE ANCIENT FORT PASSAGEWAY

Going through this passage will take you outside the fortifications.

This passageway, going right under the ramparts, was opened up in 1683, when hazards
linked with various assaults, invasions and epidemics became less frequent.
Nevertheless, it was still quite possible to close this entrance rapidly by using stones and
lime, if necessary.

You can notice the thickness of the ramparts, 6 metres, approximately.

They were built with granite stones coming from the « caves d'enfer» (a name given to
the cellars located in the lowest underground level).

Follow the trail :
As you exit the passage, turn left along the « chemin du lavoir ».

12 -THE WASH HOUSE

You're now on the « chemin du Lavoir ».

This wash house was erected in 1924 on land given by Doctor Paul Escoffier.

The village ladies would meet there, at least once a week, sharing good and bad news then
rapidly spread around the village.

As the water from the Rhone was brought to the village houses in 1958, the wash house
was less and less used as such, and it was closed down for good around 1960.

It was restored in 2014 by the Compagnons.

Follow the trail :
TURN AROUND to get to the « rue des 3 poupons »
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13 -THE PASSAGEWAY IN THE « RUE DES 3 POUPONS »

Through this passageway you access the rue des 3 poupons (baby-boys).
This opening in the ramparts, with a semicircular door, dates back to 1558.
On both sides, on the ground are still to be seen the cart wheel calibrators.
The original hinges, sealed with lead, are still visible.

The entrance doors were defended from the rampart walk thanks to machicolations,
v-shaped defences (ravelins) castle loopholes along with crossbow slits.

The bartizan above you, opening onto the street, made it possible o defend the village
entrance by throwing various projectiles, among which various burning materials.

It was also used as toilets, called latrines.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat

14 -THE 3 « POUPONS »

You're now arriving in the « rue de la cure » (Vicarage street)
If you look up, at the house corner, you will see a three-headed mascaron carved in the
stone.

The legend has it that three dead babys were discovered at the bottom of this house,
close to the church. Dignitaries lived there.
The baby boys are said to have been abandoned by their mother.
Apart from this legend, two different explanations have been examined to interpret this
mascaron.

e The cycle of life: Childhood, adulthood, old age.

e The holy trinity : The Father, the Son, the Holy Spirit.

Follow the trail :
Go past the church, and go along the « rue de I'église »
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15-THE Louis 13TH DOOR

You are now standing in the « rue de I'église ».

This quite remarkable house front door dates back to Louis XIII 's days.

(He reigned over France from 1610 to 1643).

It is adorned with a decorated pediment, situated above the « lucarne aileron» (wing-
shaped dormer window).

As you step inside, you can discover the stone staircase, overlooked by a vaulted ceiling.
This dwelling-house must have belonged to a very rich family in the XVII th century.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat

16 - THE PROTESTANT TEMPLE

On this very spot, where this large square house is standing today, there stood a
Prostestant tfemple in 1565.

There were at the time 1374 inhabitants in the village, among whom 104 protestants
whose nickname was the « Peupailou ».

The temple was demolished by Louis XIV th's dragons (soldiers) in 1685.

The temple stones were retrieved ans they were used for the building of the arches and
the pediment of the new church.

Follow the trail
Follow the little goat
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17 - THE LORD’S STATELY HOUSE
THE « PORTE FORCLOSE »

You're now entering the « rue Charles de Gaulle », where it joins the « rue Saint Pierre ».
On your left, you will find a XVI th century stately house, built in the Renaissance style,
with Mullions and Corinthian Capitals.

It was classified as a historical monument in 1992.

On the same side of the street, you will find the next three houses, whose owners were
members of the nobility ; one of them houses a Gothic chapel.

Left of this building, you can see a studded door.

The orignal one, built in 1575, was entirely rebuilt, identical, by the Compagnons, and
reinstated on April 12th 2025.

Made of oak and poplar, it boasts an incredible number of 428 hand-made nails.

Follow the trail :
Go down « rue Saint Pierre »

18 -THE PASSAGE

This passageway, under the ramparts, was opened up in 1556 at the villagers' request.

Like all other passageways, under the ramparts, it could be walled-up, in order to protect
villagers, in case invaders came along or any kind of hazards loomed up.

This passageway offers an exceptional example of the thickness of the walls surrounding
the village.

It spans a six metre (8 yards) width in places.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat
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19 - THE STEEPLE

You're standing now in the « rue du clocher».

If you step back a few yards, you will see the church steeple.

Until 1846, its top was flat.

In that year it was raised to a height of 40 metres (approx : 45 yards) and topped with a
« Franc-Comtois » or « Imperial » style dome.

This specific architectural style, unusual in our area, was probably due to the arrival of
some nuns coming from Saulieu in Burgundy and the requestof the vicar living here at the
time.

Legends have it that in the Middle-Ages, some grass had grown on the church steeple.
Village citizens are said to have asked a goatherd to pull up a goat with a rope to the top
of the steeple fo let it graze the grass.

The goat ate the grass indeed, but then it ran away !

Since that day, if you wath closely, in fine weather, you can see a goat hopping about the
village roofs!

Follow the trail :
Go down the « rue du clocher», then turn left

20 - THE SHARED COMMUNITY GARDEN

This plot of land belongs to Mr. Baudoin de Montgolfier.

The Compagnons designed this garden from scratch.

They renovated the gardeners's cabin, they built and installed a goat-shaped
weathercock, as a humorous reminder of the steeple legend.

They restored the chain-pump to be able to draw gardening water from down below, 9
yards down (7 ,4m).

They then organised and arranged this community garden.

This garden is open to the public, and it provides the schools and the recreational centre
an opportunity to learn gardening, while enjoying the natural environment.

The nursing home's residents too can benefit from this space, a nice place to rest and
socialise.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat
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21 -THE EASTERN DOOR

You are now standing where the « porte du levant » was.
Behind you, where the war memorial was erected, there used to be the hospital quarter.

The first almshouse was founded in 1252.

It was soon followed by a second one, built in 1349, which operated until 1789.

One of the rooms was reserved as a school for the dignitaries' children.

As you walk along this street, pay close attention to the frontage bearing the inscription
«Le Saint Roch»: Around 1820, the Montgolfier family installed Saint Roch sisterhood
nuns in that building. They were in charge of the health of the paper-mill employees and
their families.

Follow the trail :
Walk across the « rue sur la ville» and go up the street

22 - THE RAMPARTS AND THE TOWERS

You are now in the « rue sur la ville» (street above town).
In this street, the ramparts and the towers of Boulieu are most visible.

The ramparts are between 10 and 12 metres in height (36 and 39 feet), with a breadth
comprised between 1 metre at the top and 6 metres at the bottom.

In those days they were hollow : Their base was made of 1,2 metre of stone, then there
was a hollow space,and then another vertical layer of 1,2 metre in stone.

The towers reach up to 14 metres in height.

Between 2 towers there is a distance of about 40 metres in the ramparts.

To go from one tower to the next one, you had to follow a narrow path, 0,5 metre wide
inside the ramparts. The Brogieux charter, bestowed upon the Boulieu inhabitants the
right to erect fortifications according to the sovereign law owned by the ruling lord. This
charter gives valuable information as to the measurement unit that was used for the
building of the ramparts.

Il was called « la canne » (the stick) and was between, 1,73m and 1,98m long.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat
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23 - THE ARROW-SLITS

In this «rue sur la ville», you are standing where the ancient moats of the fortified
village used to be located.

These dry moats circled the battlements, for it was impossible to fill them up with water,
given that the village stood on a slope.

To go over the moats, three footbridges had been built opposite the three entrance
gates.

To the left, notice the fortifications with their four towers, one of which has been turned
into a terrace.

As for the windows, much more recent ones, they can give an idea of the impressive
thickness of the rampart walls.

To finish with, don't miss to notice the bartizans, the latrines, the gargoyles, the cannon
loopholes, and the arrow-slits.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat

24 - THE RESTORED TOWER
THE CEMETERY

You're now arriving in the « rue du 8 mai 1945 »

You're standing in front of one of the 10 towers making up the ramparts.

Today, 7 of these are complete, 2 of them have been partly preserved, 1 does not exist
anymore.

Their height was 7 « cannes », that is approximately 14 metres (16 yards).

In the left part, at the top of the «rue 8 mai 1945 », exactly where the white house
stands, there used to be the protestant cemetery.

Until 1707, the protestants were buried around the church.

Following the extension of the church the protestant cemetery was moved here.

Since 1777, catholics and protestants have been resting in the current cemetery rue de
Saint Clair.

Follow the trail :
Across the « rue du 8 mai 1945 » and walk down toward the cross
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25 - THE SUBURBS

You are now in the « rue Charles de Gaulle ».
This part of the village was called « Le Faubourg» (the suburbs).

On september 6th, 1575, the protestants from Annonay, attacked the village of Boulieu.
The inhabitants, managed to block the villages gates, and so, they were protected inside
the village walls.

The protestants set fire to 65 houses located outside the walls, one of which harboured
the village archives.

By way of reprisal, Boulieu's villagers took Annonay's mules and grape harvesters hostages,
jeopardising the tfown's economy in doing so.

You can notice, on the left-hand side of the street, a slightly slanting door, on which one
can hardly read the date 1758, engraved on the pediment.

Follow the little goat :
Walk across the « rue Charles de Gaulle » and walk on to the right

26 - THE « ECLAIRE-LUI » IMPASSE

You're arriving round the corner of « I'impasse Eclaire-lui».

This dark street required some lighting if one wanted to find the keyhole, hence its
original name « Eclaire-I'huis» which in fime became «give him a light with the same
pronunciation. « Huis » meant: « door ».

At the end of this lane, don't miss the walled-up door with red brick posts: Right here
stood « l'asile ». This word come from the Italian « Asilo» which means kindergarten.
During the industrial revolution, in the nineteenth century, it became obvious that some
place was necessary to look after children between 2 and 6 years old, since their mothers
had to go to work.

In june 1881, the law promulgated bu Jules Ferry turned these rooms into proper nursery
schools.

Follow the trail :
Follow the little goat
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27 - THE SECOND CONVENT

You're standing at the corner of the second convent.

On the frontage of this buiding, you can see the entrance door to the second convent of
Boulieu, built in 1811 by the « Ursulines » sisters, who had come from Saulieu in Burgundy
(you will discover the first convent later on during the tour).

In those days, a wooden tower made it possible for the poor people to receive some soup
and bread from the extern sister.

In 1817, a chapel was built against this building.

A walled-up window, which can be seen on the right side of the frontage, made it possible
for nuns who had vowed to remain « invisible » to attend mass.

The convent chaplain was appointed in 1828.

The convent was pulled down in 1980, to the villagers' great regret.

Follow the trail :
Go down the « rue du Gris» cross the car-park

28 - THE URSULINES’S CHAPEL

Further down, on the right, you can now see the Ursulines’' chapel.

This funeral chapel dates back to 1839.

It is 9 metres across and is 16 metres high. It was entierly restored by the Compagnons
between 1998 and 2003.

This chapel house is the vault were the Ursulines sisters have been buried from 1839 fill
1904, when the congregation left Boulieu.

A few of them remained in Boulieu, among whom, the last one, sister Thiolliere, died in
1951.

In the corner, there remains one of the four oratories, allowing the nuns fo pray during
their daily strolls or their processions.

This chapel can be visited during the guided tours organised by the Compagnons.

Follow the trail :
Walk past the townhall, then under the covered passage
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29 - THE FIRST CONVENT

The buiding ,left on the arcade, was the first convent of the Ursulines sisters.

In 1633, four nuns with two probationer sisters left Saulieu in Burgundy, to settle in
Boulieu.

Once the convent had been built, they moved in on may 27th 1635.

For nearly three centuries, from 1633, to 1904, when the congregation members
went different ways, the sisters devoted themselves to educating the young ladies of
Boulieu.

When the French revolution took place, in 1789, the convent was confiscated and sold.

Your visit has now come to an end.

The « Compagnons du Patrimoine de Boulieu» advice you to book a guided tour of the
village.

Guides will bring you more details on historical references.

They might tell you about a few anecdotes, then will have the opportunity to visit the
museum and the Ursulines’ chapel.
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